FOSTON & THORNTON-LE-CLAY PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF A PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD VILLAGE HALL, THORNTON-LE-CLAY
ON WEDNESDAY 03 JANUARY 2018 AT 7.30PM
Councillors Present:
Evelyn Conlon (EC)

Nigel Cox (NC)    

Christine Walker (CW)      
In Attendance:

Fiona Hill - Parish Clerk 


                                                                                                                                                                                                     

Public Present:

0
18/89
To receive apologies for absence and reasons given:
Parish Councillors Calum Balding (CB), Simon Burton (SB), Bryan Pillow (BP)
18/90
To record declarations of interest in items on the agenda:


None
18/91
To confirm the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 06 December 2017:
The minutes were unanimously approved.
18/92
To discuss matters arising from previous minutes:
None
18/93
Councillors to discuss long-standing matters:

1. Parish Defibrillator – Village Emergency Telephone System (VETS)
FH had displayed posters on the notice board and uploaded details to the village website page. No volunteers had come forward. The three Cllrs present volunteered and a member of the public had volunteered at the last meeting. Cllrs and FH would mention it to people face-to-face. FH would locate maps to assist volunteers
3. NYCC Rights of Way – NTR
18/94
Public Session - The Parish Council will, time permitting, adjourn the council 
 meeting for a short time to allow for public comment and questions:
None
18/95
To discuss new planning applications received:


None
18/96
To discuss matters raised by Parish Clerk/Responsible Financial Officer:
1. Bookkeeping records to date
FH circulated copies of the bank reconciliation dated 24Dec17 £9541.71 and the Income & Expenditure Report. An expenditure budget totalling £2960.00 was unanimously agreed, proposed: CW, seconded NC
2. Financial Management - Internal Control Checks(s), Internal/External Audits, Property Inspections
These were conducted and a couple of points raised, which would be corrected for the next meeting.
3. Matters raised by/with Yorkshire Local Councils Association
FH had cireculated the latest White Rose Update and highlighted three issues for further actions:
- YLCA expectations (page 2) – FH would success copies of the Legal Topic Notes

- General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) (page 3) – this would be put on the next agenda

- Know your Councils’s Code of Conduct (page 4) – this would be put on the next agenda
3.1 Grants - churchs
FH had received advice from TLCA which is shown at the end of these minutes. Therefore, the Parish Council are unable to give a grant and not further action would be taken with this matter.
4. To approve payments as follows:
6.1
Parish Clerk


Salary


£92.35

100489
6.2
Village Hall


Hire


£12.00

100490
6.3
Parish Clerk


Printer Part Share
£27.77

100491

18/97
To report any new correspondence received by the council:
1. Resignation – Eric Hope
Cllrs noted the content of his letter and FH advised that she would inform RDC and inform Cllrs if/when co-option was approved.
18/98
To receive matters raised by members:
Village Signs – Cllrs wished to re-look at this and FH was asked to contact RDC/NYCC to seek their advice on what could/could not be done.
Church Grants – NC asked for it to be minuted that it was never the Chapel’s intention to go into competition with the village hall, in fact the Chapel used the village hall for Messy Church.
18/99
To confirm the dates of the future meeting(s) on Wednesdays at 7.30 p.m. in the                                                        

Village Hall, Thornton-le-Clay:                                                                         
07 February 2018

07 March 2018

04 April 2018


02 May 2018


06 June 2018

04 July 2018


01 August 2018

05 September 2018

03 October 2018

07 November 2018

05 December 2018
The Pensions Regulator - "Duties Checker:

Confirm who to contact - 

FH has registered herself as both the Primary and Secondary Contact.

Choose a pension scheme - 

The Parish Council have enrolled with Now Pensions Trustee Ltd, 164 Bishopsgate, London, EC2M 4LX with assistance from Ardent IFA Ltd, 80 Clifton, York, YO30 6BA. Tel: 01904 655330. Email: hello@ardentuk.com
Type of pension: Occupational

Pension Scheme Registry Number (PSR): 12005124

Employer Pension Scheme Reference (EPSR): K4H9

Work out who to put into a pension - 

Done
Write to your staff - 

Done
Declare your compliance - 

Done – Acknowledgement letter dated 22Oct16 on file (Letter Code 1087985038)
Thank you for your e-mail of 7 December in which you seek advice on behalf of Foston and Thornton Le Clay Parish Council regarding a grant to the local church for improvements to the toilet facilities.
The Associations can advise that Section 8 of the Local Government Act 1894 provides the following;

Additional powers of parish council.

(1) A parish council shall have the following additional powers, namely, power……..

(i) to execute any works (including works of maintenance or improvement) incidental to or consequential on the exercise of any of the foregoing powers, or in relation to any parish property, not being property relating to affairs of the church or held for an ecclesiastical charity; 

and 

(k) to contribute towards the expense of doing any of the things above mentioned, or to agree or combine with any other parish council to do or contribute towards the expense of doing any of the things above mentioned.

Although this section of the Act provides for additional powers to parish councils, it prescriptively prohibits maintenance or improvement to property relating to affairs of the church or held for an ecclesiastical charity (meaning; relating to the Christian Church) .  

Foston and Thornton le Clay Parish Council would, by this Act, be prohibited from making any contribution towards any repair or property maintenance relating to any church.

With regards to the use of section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972 or the General Power of Competence (if the council has acquired this power of first resort), to incur such expenditure, The National Association of Local Councils has provided the following advice: 

‘NALC’s view is that s.8 of the Local Government Act 1984, prohibits local councils from giving funds to churches for church maintenance. S.137 of the Local Government Act 1972 (“the 1972 Act”) and the General Power of Competence are subject to other statutory limitations so cannot be used to get around this prohibition.’

The Associations can therefore advise that Foston and Thornton Le Clay is strictly prohibited (by the 1894 Act) from incurring any expenditure on the maintenance or improvement of property of the Thornton le Clay Methodist Church; neither s.137 of the 1972 Act or the General Power of Competence can be utilised to contravene this prohibition.
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