FOSTON & THORNTON-LE-CLAY PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING                                                                                  HELD IN THORNTON-LE-CLAY VILLAGE HALL ON WEDNESDAY 08 MAY 2019 AT 7.30PM

Councillors Present:

Calum Balding

Evelyn Conlon 
        




Christine Walker 


 



In Attendance:
Fiona Hill - Parish Clerk
                                                                       RDC Cllr Eric Hope

Public Present:

One (Nigel Cox)
Christine Walker acted as Chairman
APM2019/1
Apologies:
Simon Burton, David Johnson and Bryan Pillow
APM2019/2
Confirmation of the minutes of the APM held in 2018:

These were unanimously approved and signed by the Chairman.
APM2019/3
To receive the Annual Report of the Parish Council:
This has been another busy, successful and enjoyable year for the Parish Council tending to ongoing issues.
Deterioration of the road network, mainly potholes being a constant menace, occasionally “fixed” by Highways with a not so permanent result.

This is a constant battle which I know the Council will continue to address.

Another constant battle is one of fly-tipping with certain individuals thinking it is perfectly fine to discard their rubbish from their car windows without a thought or regard of the impact on rural communities and the countryside.

I would like to thank Councillors, parishioners and Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme volunteers who have done a fantastic effort to maintain our green and pleasant land and keep the “look” of our villages as we would have it.

Traffic Calming measures on S-bend between Thornton-le-Clay and Flaxton Moor have been implemented.
Rights of Way signs have been replaced and dog bins on High Street has been re-fixed. The two noticeboards and bench have had a new coat of stain. All these things maintain the character of the village.

The spare allotment has had a coat of looking at, with top-soil and grass seed. Drainage issues still ongoing. 

This is the second full year of operation of the defibrillators.

In lieu of what we have achieved and the contribution of our statutory obligations, I would like yo record a vote of thanks to all members of the Council for their fantastic efforts and contributions throughout the year.

Also a vote of thanks to Fiona for her tireless efforts throughout the year and for keeping us right on points of order.

On behalf of the other members of the council, I would like to wish David, Bryan and Nigel speedy recoveries from their recent procedures.

I would like to express a vote of thanks to the parishioners who attended meetings for their input and valued contributions to the business of the meetings.

Finally, I would like to express a special vote of thanks on behalf of us all to Nigel Cox for his 17 years of service to the Council and community. We look forward to seeing Nigel enjoy his “retirement” and I’m sure we will continue to receive his input and wisdom from the public “seat”.
And if I’ve missed anything off, I apologise. Thank you for trusting me in the position of Chairman for this year.
APM2019/4
Representations/Reports by:

Thornton Chapel – Report attached to these minutes
Foston Church – Report attached to these minutes
Foston School – No report received
Village Hall – At the AGM there had been a change of officers and committee, which had brought with it renewed enthusiasm, so hopefully the hall could look forward to a brighter future than first feared.
Foston Charities - NC gave a brief financial summary.
APM2019/5
To discuss community schemes:

Parish Plan – Nothing to report

Emergency/Resilience – Nothing to report

Good Neighbours – Nothing to report
APM2019/6
Parishioners question and answer session:


None
Thornton-Le-Clay Methodist Church Report 2019 
Another year has flown by, with the successful completion of the construction of the disabled toilet and access ramp.  Funding for the project has been achieved thanks to the generous individual church member donations, Circuit, District, charitable and community organisations and church fund raising.  This has meant that the project has been physically and financially completed.  We are holding a short service on Sunday May 19th at 3-00pm to celebrate the completion of this project.  All welcome.
We have through regular attendance at the village school assemblies been able to establish a pattern of collective worship based on Open the Book in the Chapel supported by the Rev Keith Albans.  This we hope will encourage further opportunities to reach out to the community which remains one of our foundational aspirations.

Messy Church remains one of our most important outreach profiles and has achieved renewed impetus and success because of contacts made through the T.L.C Group, (the founding members of the group should be commended for their enthusiasm and vision) which has opened a weekly run community café. 

There is a growing sense of community in the village, which the Chapel will fully support and encourage.  We remain confident that our future is positive and we remain hopeful and grateful that all will be revealed to us, as we remain faithful in love and prayer.   

Foston & Thornton-le-Clay Parochial Church Council 

All Saints Foston with Thornton Le Clay

Report to Parish Meeting May 2019

Background

A Church has been on this site for over a thousand years. It was rebuilt in the 12th century, with further alterations in the 1600s and again in 1911. The main south door is very old with intricate stone carvings, which has been recently restored and preserved. Other interesting features include two acoustic pots set in the chancel walls which date from the 12th century and a bronze memorial to Sydney Smith, well known as a man of letters and Rector at Foston from 1807-29.

Parochial Church Council (PCC)

The PCC works with the Ministry Team to carry out a complicated mixture of “spiritual, legal, financial and missionary functions”. From an everyday point of view, it is responsible for the upkeep of the Church and churchyard. 

PCC Committee

Priest



Revd Chris Wingfield

Churchwardens

Karen Armitstead & Linda Fothergill

Treasurer


Richard Armitstead

Secretary


Carolyn Arden

Other Members
Rachel Benson, Pam Ashworth, Nicky Du Boulay, Joan Shipley and Sam Snowden. 

Anyone is welcome to attend the Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM), however the committee meetings are usually held in private. The APCM and other Parish matters are advertised in the Circular and on the church notice board.

Annual Review

A Ministry Team, led by Revd Chris Wingfield, serves the Parish. Services are planned on a rota basis and are held each week at different Churches in our Benefice “group” of ten. The Benefice Council continues to deal with the administration of the group.

The Ministry Team pays regular visits to Foston Primary School and the school holds services in Church for key celebrations throughout the year. Our curate, Hannah Suekarran, has gone into school regularly to maintain the important link between church and school. Unfortunately she is leaving this month to take up a new position near Selby and will be greatly missed. The Church is part of the whole community and is keen to work with other groups in it.

As the church does not receive any external funding the PCC always struggles to raise sufficient funds to pay for the running of the Church and to keep the Church and churchyard in good order. The church requires a minimum of £6,000 per annum to run and maintain the fabric of the church and graveyard. When significant works are required this sum can double. The Church makes a contribution to the Diocese for the “Freewill Offering”.  

Keeping the church relevant and useful to the community remains a concern of the PCC for the future of the Church in this community. The PCC are aware of their aging demographic! And would welcome any new members or friends of the church and encourage them to get involved. 

The PCC has continued to hold coffee mornings, quiz nights in the Village Hall and musical events in the church. These have been supported by the local community. Any increase in regular small donations through the Gift Aid scheme by individuals would be most welcome. 

The PCC has happily been able to make three donations to local charities during the course of the year, from the proceeds of fund raising events. 

Following a compulsory health and safety review, the PCC has engaged in significant works to improve the seating and electrical system. We hope this year to install a new kitchen in the Vestry to help with the continued use of the church as a community facility. 

Finances

A full financial report is presented at the APCM each year.  A summary of the main items if income and expenditure for 2018 are shown below:


	
	£
	
	
	£

	Income
	
	
	Expenditure
	

	Planned Giving
	1,380
	
	Parish Quota
	3,600

	Income Tax Recovered (from 18)
	735
	
	Clergy expenses and Fees
	640

370

	Donations & Collections
	1,965
	
	Light, Heat
	330

	Fund Raising (coffee mornings etc)
	1,263
	
	Insurance 
	945

	Church Fees
	1,302
	
	Repairs & Maint:
	2,904

	Investment income
	3,228
	
	Grass cutting / churchyard mtce.
	1,200

	
	
	
	Donations to Charities
	519

	Total
	9,873
	
	Total
	10,508

	
	
	
	In Year Deficit
	635

	
	
	
	c/f 31/12/18
	


C Arden, PCC Secretary

May 2019

Approved ………………………………………………   Chairman                        Date...............................    


